the tickets. These may be obtained from the Assistant Executive Director at 1 Wimpole Street at £2.50 each (including VAT).
It is with the profoundest regret that we record the death on 13 October of Dr Manfred Kleissner, a member of the Music Club Committee and an ardent and enthusiastic supporter of its activities.
It was Dr Kleissner who first suggested that a Music Club should be formed and he subsequently supported this initiative with his knowledge of the musical world and its artists and by his endeavours to ensure that every concert was a success, artistically and socially. His counsels will be missed and his kindness and enthusiasm long remembered.
Book Reviews
Transmitters and Identified Neurons in the mmalian Central Nervous System by A K Tebecis ppxvi+340 illustrated £11.50 Bristol: Scientechnica 1974 It is a good time to write a book on CNS transmitters. Although only a few postulated transmitter substances are universally accepted for this role, over the last ten years a vast amount of important work has been carried out in the field. The outstanding centre where much ofthe electrophoretic micropipette experimental techniques have been developed and used is in D R Curtis's department in Canberra. It is therefore most appropriate that this book has been written there.
Dr Tebecis has produced an admirable book. Although he says he has attempted to review and summarize the nlain facts about chemicals suspected of being transmitters, he has in fact done more than this in that he has outlined the anatomical and functional importance of the neurones he considered and then fitted recent neurophysiological studies into this background. The result is that a nonexpert in the field can read and enjoy the whole book. Dr Tebecis uses the term 'identified neuron' to describe nerve cells which appear in recognizable nuclei and which have been shown to possess the same projections by antidromic or orthodromic stimulation.
The chapters are mainly arranged according to anatomic regions (such as cerebellum, diencephalon, limbic system, cerebral cortex). In addition there is a chapter on the retina and an excellent, short general concluding chapter dealing in general terms with amino acids, acetylcholine and monoamines. This is an important book and will be valuable to many workers interested in experimental physiological and pharmacological aspects of central nervous neurones. The reference to giant tears as 'monster dialyses' misrepresents the majority of giant tears, in which a peripheral retinal edge is commonly visible.
Prophylaxis is considered relatively briefly in relation to the increasing attention which is being paid to this aspect of retinal surgery.
The description of the methods of examination and investigation, the explanation of treatment, and comments upon patient management give the book a special value for the postgraduate student.
JAMES R HUDSON
A Guide to the Intensive Therapy Unit by Ronald Finn and Peter M E Drury ppix+113 £1.80
London: Butterworths 1\974
This book is excellent in its more general aspects, particularly when it is dealing with the cessation of treatment in patients with no hope of recovery and its main value appears to be as an explanation of the principles and concepts of intensive therapy to medical and nursing staff who are not primarily concerned in working in the intensive therapy unit itself. The sections on respiratory failure and renal failure are comprehensive and reflect the author's particular interest; they can be thoroughly recommended.
